
 

Dear friends, 
 
Our monthly newsletter is for the first time appearing in a new guise. From now on, we 
will use this newsletter format to report on the work of both the International Research 
Centre DDR (IFDDR) and the Zetkin Forum for Social Research. Also new is that our 
newsletter will now also be available in English. We would like to briefly outline how this 
change came about. 
 
The IFDDR was launched in 2019. It all started with a conference in 2018 on the DDR's 
solidarity with the national liberation struggle in South Africa. This conference was 
attended not only by former DDR officials but also by progressive forces from the Global 
South. It quickly became clear how relevant the question of international solidarity is 
today and how fruitful the practical experiences of socialist construction are for the 
current struggles of oppressed peoples around the world. It was precisely at this 
juncture that the IFDDR wanted to start from. Since 2018, we have immersed ourselves 
in the practical functioning and experiences of socialism, while also researching the 
problems that still represent unresolved social issues today: health care, food 
sovereignty, women's self-determination, and above all the question of 
overcoming economic dependence and oppression, as well as the link between the 
struggle for national liberation and the struggle for socialism. 
 
We have published extensive studies on the DDR itself and numerous articles on our 
research platform ‘Friendship!’, which cover the socialist bloc’s anti-imperialist, 
internationalist strategy. We conducted dozens of interviews with those who 
contributed to the construction of socialism and advanced concrete international 
solidarity in the 20th century. We reach an international audience with our publications 
and publish in German and English, with some texts additionally in other languages. In 
this, we are helped by the Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research, with which we 
have been collaborating since the beginning. 
 
The deepening economic and political crisis of imperialism, the strengthening of 
fascist and far-right forces, and the growing threat of world war are just some of the 
factors that urgently demand more rigorous scientific research and international 
debate. We wanted to link our work on the history of socialism even more closely with 
the problems of the present, and for this reason we built a new roof for the IFDDR by 
founding the Zetkin Forum in early 2024. We will continue the work of the 
IFDDR, focusing on, among other things, the development of the DDR’s planned 
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economy, the essence of socialist housing construction, and the democratic structures 
of socialist societies. At the same time, we have begun to study and publish on the 
current state of imperialism through the Zetkin Forum. In doing so, we have also begun 
to establish a deeper exchange between the Global South and progressive forces 
from Europe. The Forum stands in the tradition of Clara Zetkin and her son, Maxim 
Zetkin, who dedicated their lives to internationalism, socialism, and anti-fascism. 
 
This year – which is the 80th anniversary of Europe’s liberation from fascism – we are 
organising an international Marxist conference titled ‘Fascism back in Europe?’ from 
20-22 June in Berlin. In Germany and many other states, we are seeing a dual tendency 
of comprehensive war preparations and shifts towards war-time economies with the 
dismantling of democratic and social rights. Fascism is in the air. Progressive 
movements are scrambling to grasp our current conjuncture.  
 
Where does this reactionary tendency come from? Which forces and actors are driving 
militarisation? How can we understand the relationship between the liberal order and 
fascisization in the current situation? Is it possible to stop this shift to the right, and if 
so, how and with whom? 
 
With historians, Marxists, and anti-fascists from countries such as Croatia, Serbia, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, France, Spain, Italy, and Germany, we want to take up the 
debate on fascism that began over 100 years ago, and delve deeply into the reality and 
dynamics of reactionary tendencies in Western and Eastern Europe and worldwide. 
Among others, the speakers include Vijay Prashad, Clara Mattei, Utsa Patnaik, Susann 
Witt-Stahl and many more.  
 
You can register and find all further information about the programme online. 

The INTERNATIONAL magazine 
We have started a collaboration with the Austrian magazine INTERNATIONAL. Since 
1979, this magazine for international politics has developed into an important player in 
the German-speaking political landscape. As a critical and independent foreign policy 
magazine committed to “North-South dialogue, active neutrality, peacebuilding, and 
multipolarity”, the magazine appears six times a year in print and digital form. From now 
on, each issue will include a contribution from the Zetkin Forum and Tricontinental. 
 
Vijay Prashad (Director of Tricontinental) contributed to the first issue of 2025 with an 
article entitled ‘How the World Looks from the Tricontinental’. Subscriptions to the 
journal INTERTNAIONAL can be ordered online. The following is a small excerpt from 
Vijay Prashad's text. 
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Vijay Prashad: “How the World Looks from the 
Tricontinental” 
 
[…] To exaggerate the shift in the centre of gravity of the world economy or to overread 
the growth of the BRICS+ bloc is a great temptation. These are major developments in 
our times, but they need to be understood with soberness. 
 
The United States and its allies do continue to dominate in the arenas of military power 
and of communications power, but they no longer fully dominate the capacities of 
technology and science, raw materials, and finance. The various countries of the Global 
South are not in one or more blocs but operate in a range of multilateral and regional 
organisations and platforms that are not prepared to become poles in a global contest. 
 
In this new period – when the structures of unipolarity no longer operate with as much 
force – space has opened for countries of the Global South to assert their sovereignty. 
This is mostly an assertion on economic lines (for instance, Indonesia saying that it will 
not export unprocessed nickel and India refusing to stop buying Russian oil), although 
these assertions have political ramifications (Indonesia joins BRICS+ and India does not 
condemn Russia for its invasion of Ukraine). Examples of these assertions are legion, 
and they are indicative of the new mood in the Global South. 
 
This new mood is not generated by major mass struggles of the working-class and the 
peasantry. Most of the governments in these Global South countries who have 
demonstrated this new mood are either not of the left nor do not have their main base in 
the organised working-class and the peasantry. The new mood is generated not by 
pressure from below but by the vicissitudes of history and the necessity of exercising 
sovereignty to expand their own development priorities. 
 
China provides forms of investment and technology transfer that have already been 
useful to several countries in the Global South. But the issue here is not Chinese 
investment and technology, but what kind of development theory and strategy will be 
enabled by the political projects in the individual Global South states and in the regional 
experiments that they have already begun to develop (e.g. in the Alliance of Sahel 
states). […] 

Marxist Glossary for the Study of Anti-Imperialism 
A central aspect of our work at IFDDR is to make the political and scientific analyses 
of the socialist bloc accessible to an international audience. It is very difficult for 
people outside Germany and Eastern Europe to understand how socialist scholars and 
communist parties approached anti-imperialism in their time. This is due to language 
barriers, but also political prejudice. Today, the prevailing narrative is that the foreign 
policy of the ‘Eastern bloc’ was merely self-interested and imperialistic. Marxism 
supposedly served only as an ideological cover for the East's ruthless policies on the 
world stage. 
 



Yet, in the socialist states, entire institutes and academic faculties were set up to study 
the national liberation struggles unfolding in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
Scholars organised exchanges with leading institutions in Africa, such as the University 
of Dar es Salaam in Tanzania. Doctoral students travelled to the former colonies and 
wrote dissertations on social developments there. Students from these states in turn 
travelled to the socialist countries and published on the social conditions in their home 
countries. 
 
In 2023, we launched the research platform ‘Friendship’ to investigate the insights 
gained from this exchange in and around the socialist bloc. Alongside many articles, we 
have also published a ‘Marxist Glossary for the Study of Anti-Imperialism’, which 
contains definitions and excerpts from various DDR and Soviet books. Our aim is to 
provide a practical and compact reference work for those interested in better 
understanding imperialism and the ideological orientation of the socialist bloc in the 
20th century. How did the socialist states view the Non-Aligned Movement, for 
example? How did the communist parties distinguish between nationalism in the 
imperialist context and nationalism in the colonial context? Under what conditions 
was peaceful coexistence a correct policy? When was it not applicable?  
 
These questions are still relevant today, and the glossary is intended to help enrich 
current debates with insights from history. As always, we welcome feedback and 
suggestions! 
 
In this spirit, 
Matthew, Max, Florentine and Franziska 
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