This newsletter continues the new format we introduced last month and provides
updates from both the Zetkin Forum for Social Research and the Internationale
Forschungsstelle DDR (IFDDR).
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Dear friends,

This spring brings us a series of important historical anniversaries that should give us
cause to reflect on current political developments in the world: the 70th anniversary of
the anti-colonial Bandung Conference in Indonesia, the 50th anniversary of the victory
of the Vietnamese people over the USA and the 80th anniversary of the liberation from
Hitler fascism.

The Bandung Conference: 70 years later

Indonesia's President Sukarno opened the Afro-Asian Conference in Bandung on 18
April 1955. Over 300 delegates from 29 former colonies and semi-colonies had travelled
to Indonesia. They represented more than half of the world's population at the time.



https://zetkin.forum/
https://ifddr.org/
https://ifddr.org/

The conference was characterised by heated debates, as there were differences of
opinion among the political representatives regarding the nature of colonialism. But by
the time it ended on 24 April, those who had campaigned for an agreement on an anti-
colonial and anti-militarist basis had prevailed: The 10-point Bandung Declaration
enshrined the principles of ‘peaceful coexistence’ and ‘non-alighment’. The ‘spirit of
Bandung’ characterised the national liberation movements of the 1960s.

To mark the 70th anniversary of the conference, our partner institute Tricontinental has

published a dossier that examines the history of the non-aligned movement of the 20th

century and raises the question of whether the spirit of Bandung will return today in the

face of the debt crisis, austerity policies imposed on the Global South and neo-colonial
dependencies.

Vietnam's fight against colonialism

When the news of the storming of the Saigon presidential palace on 30 April 1975
appeared on the press tickers, a song was spontaneously created in Berlin, the capital
of the DDR, which was sung on the streets the following day, the workers' day of
struggle: “Alles auf die StraBe, rot ist der Mai — alles auf die StraBe, Saigon ist frej!*
(Everyone to the streets, May is red - everyone to the streets, Saigon is free!) After 30
years of war, first against French colonialists and then against the USA and the puppet
regime in South Vietnam, peace had been won. The country united to form the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, whereafter the USA violated its promises from the the Paris Peace
Agreement of aid for reconstruction. Instead, they joined with other Western powers
such as the Federal Republic of Germany to impose a merciless boycott on Vietham
until the 1990s.



https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-the-bandung-spirit/

8 May 1945: Liberation from Fascism

80 years ago, the Allies liberated Germany from fascism - the USSR bore the brunt of the
struggle and most of its victims. The oath from the Buchenwald concrentration camp -
‘Never again fascism! Never again war!’ — seems to have fallen flat today. Germany
wants to become “war ready” again and is remilitarizing. Liberation from fascism is not
a one-off, historical act, but must be fought for again and again.
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80 years after the victory over German fascism in Europe, there are signs of another
major war on the horizon. It seems as if strengthening fascist actors on the one hand
and a deepening political and economic crisis on the other are increasingly moving
towards each other. In order to analyse these developments, we are organising the



international Marxist conference ‘Fascism back in Europe?’, which we are hosting in
Berlin from 20 to 22 June.

Register here to take part!

Programme of the conference “Fascism back in Europe?”

We would like to present the programme with the speakers' topics here. More detailed
information on all presentations and background information on the speakers will follow
shortly on our website.

The conference will be divided into four thematic blocks, which are intended to facilitate
a productive and consecutive discussion. In all blocks there will be presentations and a
concluding panel for open discussion.

Friday, 20 June
Block | - The relationship between fascism and imperialist crisis

Utsa Patnaik (India), Clara Mattei (Italy) and Jirgen Lloyd (Germany) on the dialectics of
economic crisis, neoliberalism and fascism as well as fascist economic policy.

Vijay Prashad (India) on the debate on fascism until 1945, focussing on the work of
Palmiro Togliatti.

Dimitrios Patelis (Greece) on fascism after 1945 and the dialectic of fascism and war in
the present.

Saturday, 21 June

Block Il - Fascist parties and movements in Eastern Europe today
Florian Nowicki (Poland) and Guyala Thurmer (Hungary) on the relations between liberal
and fascist actors and the similarities and differences in their politics.

Jelena Dureinovic¢ (Serbia) on historical revisionism to rehabilitate fascism in the post-
Yugoslav region.

Vladimir Bortun (Romania) on the class relations of right-wing and fascist forces in
Romania.

Block Il -Fascist parties and movements in Western Europe

Susann Witt-Stahl (Germany) on ideological mechanisms and concrete steps to
rehabilitate fascism in West Germany.



https://zetkin.forum/fascism/

Salvatore Prinzi (Italy) on well-established fascist actors in the Meloni government and
the fight against the Italian labour movement on all fronts.

Marlene Rosato (France) on the cross-fertilisation of EU politics and fascism in France.

Monica Clua Losada (Spain) on the links between the Spanish and global right and the
political alliance between fascism and neoliberalism.

Sunday, 22 June

Block IV - Anti-fascism between the ideology of domination and progressive
practice

Aleksandar Denié (Serbia) on national sovereignty and anti-fascism in view of the
rehabilitation of fascists in the context of the EU accession process.

Cinzia Della Porta (Italy) on class-struggle trade union politics and the connection
between anti-fascism and the labour movement.

Nasrin Dull (Germany) reflects on the contradictory experiences of anti-fascist
mobilisation at universities, which has to assert itself against the appropriation of an
‘official’ anti-fascism.

Ernest Moret (France) on the recent experiences of the new popular front in France,
particularly against the background of historical experiences of struggle in this field.

This will be followed by an open forum for the exchange of anti-fascist experiences
with all participants, which should make it possible to leave the conference with
concrete ideas and new contacts - and to advance anti-fascist practice!

Zetkin Journal Issue #0: ‘Rise of Fascism’

In the coming days, we will be publishing the pilot edition of the Zetkin Journal, a new
periodicaly that will cover the research and debates we are working on as the Zetkin
Forum.

Issue #0 of the Zetkin Journal — entitled ‘The rise of Fascism’ — contains contributions on
debates around fascism in North and South America, Africa and Asia. The authors
discuss how they currently and specifically assess the danger of fascism in their
countries and regions.

Authors include:

Atul Chandra on the connection between neo-fascist tendencies in India and the
general capitalist crisis as well as parallels and contrasts between neo-fascism and
historical fascism.



Steven Lee on the historical roots and continuities of fascism in South Korea from the
Japanese occupation to today's subordination to US interests.

Arwa Hashhash on the symbiotic relationship between Zionism and fascism and the
role of political Islam in the liberation movements of the MENA region.

Booker Omole on the fascisation of the state by William Ruto in Kenya under conditions
exacerbated by the country's neo-colonial position.

Miguel Enrique Stédile on Milei and Bolsonaro as symbolic figures of the shift to the
right in Latin America and representatives of a ‘special type of extreme right’.

Brian Becker on the development of a fascist reserve in the USA and far-right measures
by the Trump administration.

With this issue of the Zetkin Journal, we want enrich the conference “Fascism back in
Europe?” with international contributions and at the same time provide material for
discussion at the conference and beyond. We welcome comments, contributions to the
discussion and feedback on our first issue of the journal.

Events on the socialist health care system of the DDR

Against the background of rising prices and austerity in Germany, intensive labour
disputes are bursting out the health care sector. The problems of a profit-orientated
health system are becoming ever more apparent. This also generating increased
interest in the possibility of constructing a health care system beyond the profit motive.
In the coming weeks, we have been invited to two events to discuss the DDR’s approach
to health care. We will describe the structures, financing, and working methods of the
socialist health care system and examine together to what extent the historical
experiences of the dDR can be of use today. Come along and join us!

Im Rahmen des 1.Mai méchten wir die Errungenschaften der

Gesundheit im ReaISOZiaI ismus Arbeiterbewegung diskutieren. Der Abend soll Einblick in die

mit gesundheitspolitische Praxis realsozialistischer Lander geben.

Dr. Heinrich Niemann zur DDR & Dr. Rosa Rosinski zu Kuba R Bat o sindlf

Dr. Heinrich Niemann, ehemaliger Gesundheitsbezirksstadtrat

* in Mahrzahn-Hellersdorf von 1992-2006 & Vorsitzender der

Rapoport-Gesellschaft e.V.

und

Samstag, 10. Mai
Ab 17 Uhr Dr. Rosa Rosinski, Mitglied in der Humanitaren Cubabhilfe eV.

Im Café Wostok

Weitlingstr. 97 Kommt vorbei und diskutiert mit!

Wir Grillen ig kann der Arbeitsalltag ohne Profitzwang aussehen und
was verbessert sich dadurch fiir die Patient:innen?




Berlin: ‘Health care under real socialism’

When: 10 May, 5 pm
Where? Café Wostok, Weitlingstr. 97, 10317 Berlin
Organiser: Initiative kAmpfender Arbeiter:innen

Dortmund: ‘No profits with our health!”

When: 15 May, 6 pm

Where? Ver.di-Haus, Kénigswall 36, 44137 Dortmund

Organiser: Dortmunder Bundnis fir mehr Personal im Gesundheitswesen and der
Verein zur Forderung eines solidarischen und 6ffentlichen Gesundheitswesen NRW e.V.

Stay healthy!
Matthew, Max, Florentine and Franziska
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