Internationale ZETKIN

Forschungsstelle FORUM
DDR FORSOCIAL
T T T RESEARCH

Dear friends,

In the June newsletter of the Zetkin Forum and the Internationale Forschungsstelle DDR
(IFDDR), we report on our conference “Fascism back in Europe?” and present the newly
published dossier: “NATO: The Most Dangerous Organisation in the World”, which we
produced in collaboration with the Tricontinental Institute for Social Research. We also
review three interviews recently conducted by the IFDDR on the socialist planned
economy of the German Democratic Republic (DDR).

In last month’s newsletter, we already mentioned the new opportunity to do a year-long
Federal Volunteers Service (Bufdi) at the Zetkin Forum starting in September 2025.
Please forward this information to friends and anyone who might be interested, and
contact us if you have any questions.

As always, we welcome feedback and support for our work!

Conference highlights: “Fascism back in Europe?”

Over 200 participants and 19 speakers from 14 countries came to Berlin for the
international Marxist conference ‘Fascism Back in Europe?’ in June 2025. Our central
topic was the looming threat of fascism and the sources of reactionary tendencies in
Europe today. Given the wide range of speakers, we were able to delve into the concrete
conditions in individual states across Europe. We would like to thank everyone involved
for the exciting exchange and look forward to continuing our work on these issues.

A common thread running through the entire conference was the analysis and
discussion of the interconnection between liberalism and fascism, which should not be
understood as opposites. In the first of four conference blocks, the relationship between
fascism and the imperialist crisis was discussed from a historical and contemporary
perspective. Clara Mattei pointed out the similarities between the economic policies
pursued by liberal-democratic Britain and Mussolini's Italy in the early 1920s. In both
countries, comprehensive attacks on the working class were carried out in the form of
austerity measures to increase the market dependency of the working class and break



the organised resistance of the labour movement.

Jurgen Lloyd argued similarly, saying that the superstructure tends to become
reactionary on the bases of monopoly capitalism. According to Lloyd, it is ultimately the
bourgeoisie's ability to integrate the masses that determines the form of bourgeois rule.

The connection between fascism and crisis was examined from different angles. While
Utsa Patnaik pointed out that it was precisely the impoverishment of the masses
through decades of neoliberal policies that provided fertile ground for right-wing and
fascist organisations, Lloyd referred to the confident decision taken by the German
monopoly bourgeoisie in 1929 to embrace fascism in order to use the crisis as an
opportunity to assert its interests.

Vijay Prashad emphasised that the normalisation of violent market relations has further
strengthened the ties between liberalism and the far right since the era of classical
fascism. Prashad also highlighted the intensifying new Cold War against China as the
ultimate context for the rise of right-wing and fascist forces. Dimitrios Patelis also
argued that the character of fascism had changed with the emergence of transnational
monopoly capital, especially after 1990. Fascism had become a tool of Western
imperialism for proxy wars.



In the second and third sections of our conference, we turned our attention to the
economic dynamics and political power relations in Eastern and Western Europe.
Vladimir Bortun drew on developments in Romania after 1990 to trace the exemplary
path of economic, ideological, and social restructuring of Eastern European societies in
the interests of Western European capital.

The resulting specific class configuration, consisting of a national and comprador
bourgeoisie and a labour migration to the West, created space for the supposedly
national politics of right-wing parties, which, however, were unable to break out of the
narrow constraints of Western capital interests.

The history of socialism continues to loom large over the class struggles in Eastern
Europe to this day. According to Jelena Pureinovi¢, anti-communism plays the key
ideological role in the national narrative. Using Yugoslavia as an example, she
demonstrated how the defamation of the anti-fascist and revolutionary people's
liberation war of the 1940s is linked to the rehabilitation of fascist collaborators. This
results in a direct connection between anti-fascist memorial culture and the
reappropriation of the history of socialism today. Gyula Thiirmer also emphasised that
the growing crisis of capitalism in Hungary always holds the potential for people to look
back to the socialist heritage. While he clearly rejected the characterisation of the Orban
government as fascist, he explained that the form of rule in Hungary is ultimately a
question of stability and crisis and is specifically linked to the possibility of an escalating
war with Russia. Florian Nowicki dissected the ideological strands of a ‘post-liberal
fascism’ that has developed in Poland side by side of classical fascism. Socially
supported by a layer of supposedly progressive intelligentsia, ‘post-liberal fascism’ in
Poland is characterised in particular by an aggressively anti-Russian position.
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Susann Witt-Stahl has traced phases and important stages in the rehabilitation of
fascism in Germany, which, in the wake of German policy towards Ukraine and German
Staatsrason (state logic — referring to unconditional support for Israel), are increasingly
rendering the Nazi past openly acceptable. The frightening thing about this, according to
Witt-Stahl, is that there is virtually no critical public opposition to this distortion of
history, the removal of taboos, and the re-establishment of fascists. Monica Clua-
Losada drew attention to the fact that these are by no means limited to national
revisionist campaigns, citing the example of the Atlas Network, an interface between
right-wing think tanks and internationally active business cartels.

Salvatore Prinzi argued against the widespread characterisation of the Meloni
government in Italy as fascist. Such a characterisation, he said, refers primarily to
manifestations of the state superstructure rather than operating with Marxist criteria of
fascism, and is being promoted by centre-left circles to consolidate their voter base.
Rather, Meloni is reinforcing the authoritarian mechanisms of neoliberal politics in Italy
in the face of deep crises in ltalian capitalism. Marléne Rosato also made it clear, with
regard to France, how far the integration of forces of the Rassemblement National with
the structures and interests of transatlantic finance capital has already progressed.

Overall, the presentations in the first three blocks
clearly demonstrated the convergence of liberal and
fascist forces, drawing both on the historical reality
of fascism and on a contemporary analysis of the
situation in European countries. A pattern emerged
of a broad division of labour based on ideological
and economic overlap on the one hand and mutual
pseudo-opposition on the other. From the outset,
the question of resistance to reactionary, fascist
tendencies was hotly debated. How can we build a
progressive counterculture to push back the
influence of right-wing forces? What does the self-
critical reflection on the social fascism thesis within
the Communist International mean for us today? On
the other hand, what possibilities for broad alliances
arise in view of the deep ties between liberal forces
and right-wing parties?

These questions were taken up in the fourth block of the conference, which dealt with
progressive anti-fascist practice and the problem of the transformation of supposed
anti-fascism into an instrument of imperialist domination. Aleksandar Penié showed
how the legal and ideological mechanisms of the EU accession processes of Eastern
European countries go hand in hand with the enforcement of totalitarianism theory, de-
communization, and the rehabilitation of fascist collaborators. Drawing on the practical
experience of the Italian grassroots trade union ‘Unione Sindicale di Base’ (USB), Cinzia
Della Porta argued that pushing back the fascists currently means organising struggles
for the social and economic interests of the working class, against arms deliveries, and
for solidarity with Palestine. Only in this way can the growth of right-wing forces in the
context of the current crisis of capitalism in Italy be nipped in the bud.
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Nasrin Dull showed how anti-fascism, which was defended by the labour movement in
West Germany after 1945, was gradually replaced by a pro-Zionist stance that served
the interests of the state and enabled the normalisation of actual fascist forces. Ernest
Moret argued that the limitations of a “moral anti-fascism” that focuses exclusively on
right-wing organisations have been proven once and for all by the genocide in Gaza. On
the one hand, it has become clear that a clear anti-colonial position must be an
essential component of anti-fascism. On the other hand, the connection and integration
between right-wing and liberal forces has been demonstrated once again.

At the end of the conference, four small groups on community work, trade unions and
the peace movement, solidarity with Palestine and university activism continued to
discuss the tasks and contradictions of anti-fascist practice.

The clear Marxist starting point of the conference, which served as the basis for
examining the tendency towards fascism and fascist actors from a class struggle
perspective, proved to be a great strength. All the presentations were permeated by the
basic assumption of the connection between capitalism and fascism. On this basis, the
reactionary dynamics in Europe could be discussed as part of the contradictions and
crisis of imperialism. The speakers sharply and convincingly argued that understanding
fascism as the opposite of democracy has nothing to do with the reality of the close
fusion of right-wing and liberal forces and distracts from the concrete politics of fascist
parties, which are in line with the interests of monopoly capital. Further work is needed
to get to the bottom of these class relations. The analyses presented at the conference
on the current crisis of capitalism, the dominance of Western European capital over
Eastern Europe and the significance of the transatlantic alliance for the new right
already provide a sound starting point for this. Many other questions point to the need to
continue the discussion. These range from the differences between fascist forces today
and historical fascism, to the question of the need for independent anti-fascist
structures to protect against right-wing attacks, to the fundamental question of the lines
of anti-fascist alliance politics.

In July, we will upload recordings of the lectures to our YouTube channel. Subscribe to
the channel so you don't miss anything. We are also planning to publish the conference
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https://www.youtube.com/@ZetkinForumforSocialResearch

proceedings with all the speakers' contributions in German and English this summer.
Translations into Italian and Spanish are already planned.

Two reports on the conference have already been published, which we would like to
recommend. In German, Jorg Kronauer published a review of the conference and in
English Ana VraCar published a report on People’s Dispatch.

We look forward to hearing your thoughts on the conference! Please send us your
impressions and suggestions for further work. We’ll continue working on the topic.

No pasaran !

NATO: The most dangerous organisation in the world

The North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) held a summit in The Hague this week.
The organisation claims it is facing the greatest crisis in its nearly 80-year history. While
US President Donald Trump and his national security team have — on the surface -
turned their backs on Europe and declared that they will no longer pay for its security,
the region's leaders are scrambling to find the resources to increase their support for the
war in Ukraine and expand their military production and capacity. So far, however, there
are no concrete signs that the United States, which is the dominant force in NATO, will
either withdraw from this military instrument or seek its dissolution.


https://www.jungewelt.de/artikel/502636.faschismuskonferenz-in-berlin-notwendige-analyse.html
https://peoplesdispatch.org/2025/06/22/capitalism-is-feeding-the-far-right-in-east-and-west-europe/

NATO uses the language of human rights and collective security to obscure the purpose
for which it was created and its current existence.

If we look behind this rhetoric at the actual
record of this military alliance, a different
picture emerges. The first part of our dossier,
written in collaboration with Tricontinental,
contains a history of NATO and an assessment
of its role in the imperialist system led by the
United States. The second part shows how
NATO has redefined itself as a global police
force since the collapse of the Soviet Union and,
as the third part analyses, how it has intervened
in various ways in the Global South.

The dossier is available in English, German, Italian, Spanish, and Portuguese.

The planned economy of the German Democratic
Republic (DDR)

In the past weeks, we had the opportunity to interview two former decision-makers who
were involved in economic planning in the German Democratic Republic (DDR).

Wolfgang Beck was the youngest company
director in the DDR. In 1984, he was appointed
head of the VEB Elektromotorenwerk (ELMO) in
Hartha. In this position, he was not only
responsible for organising production and
managing the workforce, but was also obliged to
get involved in a wide range of social activities.
The state-owned company became a hub for
social life in the DDR. In his role, Beck also travelled to both capitalist and socialist
countries to learn about the latest electronic technologies and their potential
applications in the DDR. Thanks to his efforts, ELMO was one of the few VEBs to survive
the takeover by West Germany and continue operations after 1990.

After studying at the University of Architecture
and Civil Engineering in Weimar, Peter
Wachata spent ten years in various
management positions at the State Bank of
the DDR. He was able to explain to us the
nature of the socialist financial system and
how it distributed funds to companies

= according to the central economic plan.
Wachata described to us that the mfamous “New Economic System of Planning and
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https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-nato-the-most-dangerous-organisation/

Management” (NOSPL) in the 1960s was a core element of a broader concept of
socialist society. The government’s Women's Communiqué of 1961 and its Youth
Communiqué of 1963 laid the foundation for a new phase of socialist development in
which the NOSPL was intended to significantly increase labour productivity. This
concept —which was summarised in the late 1960s under the term ‘socialist community
of people’ —was increasingly lost in the later years of the DDR.

Unfortunately, the post-production process for our interviews continues to be a
bottleneck in our workflow, so we will still need time before we can publish the
interviews in their entirety. However, last week we were able to publish further excerpts
from our interview with Uwe Trostel. Trostel worked in the planning institutions of the
DDR since the 1960s and explained to us clearly and concisely how economic planning
worked in the DDR. In this video, he talks about the role foreign trade played in the DDR
economy and some of the challenges the COMECON had to contend with. All excerpts
from the interview with Trostel can be found here.

Open position at Zetkin Forum: Federal Volunteer
Service (“Bufdi”)

Are you interested in working with us? Starting this fall, we can offer a position as part of
the Federal Volunteer Service. If you are under 27 years old, interested in history, enjoy
researching and communicating content in creative ways, get in touch with us!

We are looking for support in conducting and subsequently video editing filmed
interviews with contemporary witnesses as well as in researching and further expanding
our online archive. To effectively communicate our content, we look for help in the
design of educational materials and invite you to participate in the organization and
implementation of seminars, workshops and discussion events.

The Federal Volunteer Service can be conducted for either 30 or 35 hours a week. More
information about the general conditions here. If you are interested, contact us directly
and we can get to know each other in an interview!

E-mail: contact@zetkin-forum.org

Warm greetings,
Zetkin Forum for Social Research


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dhTxi80Eo7U
https://ifddr.org/en/person/uwe-trostel-2/
https://fj-beteiligung.de/starten/
mailto:contact@zetkin-forum.org
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