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Dear friends,

The NATO states currently account for 55 percent of global military spending, even
though they make up only about 12 percent of the world's population. Taken together,
NATO's military budget is ten times that of Russia. Given the NATO governments’
“increased level of ambition” to increase military spending to 5 percent of GDP, this gap
will only increase even further. The argument that we must continue to militarize for our
own security is nhot based in any reality.

Sieh selber nach!
No dejes que nadie te convenza.

4§ ]
{Mira por ti mismo! -Bertolt Brecht

To discuss this, we were invited to the Fiesta de Solidaridad in Berlin at the end of July.
During the presentation of our latest dossier, written in collaboration with the
Tricontinental Institute, we argued that NATO is the most dangerous organisation in the
world. The nature of this military alliance was clear from the moment it was founded. A
year before its creation, leading American diplomat George Kennan noted in an internal
report that the United States had “about 50% of the world’s wealth, but only 6.3% of its
population”. He concluded:



https://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/news_237065.htm?selectedLocale=en
https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-nato-the-most-dangerous-organisation/

"This disparity is particularly great as between ourselves and the peoples of Asia.
In this situation, we cannot fail to be the object of envy and resentment. Our real

task in the coming period is to devise a pattern of relationships which will permit

us to maintain this position of disparity without positive detriment to our national
security."

NATO was never about defending the West, but about imperialist control over natural
resources and foreign markets. In this respect, the socialist countries were one enemy —
but not the only one. Anyone who stood in the way was to be wiped out by military force.
That is why NATO was not dissolved after 1990.

Together with authors from the Global South, we traced out how NATO has expanded far
beyond Europe and become “global”. This mission was officially justified as the defence
of democracy and human rights, but one does not have to look far to uncover the links
to the arms industry. The 1996 “NATO Expansion Act” was largely shaped by US arms
companies such as Lockheed Martin. In the following two years, from 1996 to 1998, the
six largest arms companies spent $51 million on lobbying the US Congress to promote
NATO expansion. As Joel Johnson of the Aerospace Industry Association put it, “the
stakes are high. Whoever gets in first will have a lock for the next quarter century”.

NATO expanded not only eastward in Europe, but also southward towards Africa and the
Pacific region. Germany too is stepping up its intimidation tactics in these regions by, for
example, sending warships through the Taiwan Strait. This is the gunboat diplomacy of
the 21st century, as we note in the dossier:

"In 1839, the British ships that forced opium on the Chinese came with evocative
names such as the HMS Volage and the HMS Hyacinth, the former (Volage)
indicating fickleness, and the latter (Hyacinth) a reference to Greek mythology
indicating jealousy. These names are worth preserving. NATO’s alliances, too,
are fickle. NATO’s interests, too, are driven by jealousy, protecting the interest of
its member states over global interests, as it pretends. It wants to maintain the
US rules-based system and prevent other countries from developing. That is
what makes NATO the most dangerous and reactionary organisation in the world
today."

In recent years, however, NATO's gunboat policy has increasingly been met with
resistance, whether in West Africa, Eastern Europe, Western Asia or the South China
Sea. Numerous states are also no longer willing to follow NATO's political line and
participate inits illegal sanction regimes. In other publications (e.g. in the dossier of
April 2025), we examined this “new mood in the Global South” in more detail. The
emergence of a new centre of industry and productive forces in Asia (from India and
Chinato Vietnam and Indonesia) and the creation of a new set of development
institutions (including the New Development Bank) have given poorer countries some
leverage over the US Treasury-dominated International Monetary Fund. It is foolish to
dismiss China and Russia as “authoritarian powers” and assume that the tired rhetoric
of Western liberalism and democracy will attract countries seeking to develop their
economies. The inability to understand the actual development of history paralyses
NATO intellectuals, who instead resort to the assumption that the peoples of Africa,


https://thetricontinental.org/dossier-the-bandung-spirit/
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Asia, Latin America, and the Pacific region are merely being duped by Russia and China
and that, if only they knew the truth about Western liberalism and democracy, they
would make the right choice and submit to the global North.

The dossier “NATO: The Most Dangerous Organisation in the World” is available online
in German, English, Spanish,Portuguese, French and Italian.

Book on socialist health care systems of the 20th
century published

We are proud to announce the publication of our new book: “Misdiagnosed: Socialist
Health Care Models in Retrospect”. Together with friends from Tbilisi and Zagreb, we
produced this book to show that it is not only desirable but also possible to eliminate
profit interests from health care and build new systems that are oriented around the
needs of the people.

Sopo Japaridze Matthew Read

Ana Vradar

MISDIAGNOSED:

SOCIALIST HEALTH CARE MODELS
IN'RETROSPECT

In three chapters, we examine how the Soviet Republic of Georgia, the German
Democratic Republic (DDR), and socialist Yugoslavia set out to continuously improve
the health of their populations. Their guiding principles were prevention and social
medicine, i.e., the approach that examines the interactions between our working and
living environment and our health. Thanks to socialized property relations, these three
states were able to address everyday health risks in the workplace, in neighborhoods,
and in schools, so that the health of the population could be actively protected, rather
than allowing individuals to fall ill and profiting from their treatment. As a result, these
societies were able to overcome post-war epidemics and develop into industrialized
states with modern health care systems. The book examines the various health facilities
constructed in these states, such as the polyclinic in the DDR or the “self-managed
interest groups” (samoupravneinteresne zajednice) in Yugoslavia.
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Tragically, the human cost of capitalist restoration in the East after 1990 and the poor
state of health care systems across Europe today have made the efficacy of the
socialist approach clear. A holistic and preventive orientation was replaced by the
fragmented and commercialised system of health care that we know too wellin
capitalist states today. By revisiting the historical experiences in Eastern Europe, the
contributions in this book show that effective, universal health care can indeed be built
around peoples’ needs, not profit.

All contributions from the conference “Fascism back in
Europe?” are now online

In the past weeks, we have been able to upload all the lectures and panel discussions
from our conference ‘Fascism back in Europe?’

At https://zetkin.forum/fascism/ you will find numerous videos sorted by speaker. The
four panel discussions — on the connection between fascism and the imperialist crisis,
on fascism in Eastern and Western Europe, and on anti-fascism - can also be found
there.

We will endeavour to make sure all presentations are available in both English and
German on our website in the coming weeks.

‘The voice of the people’

On 29 July, we commemorated the 100th birthday of Greek composer Mikis Theodorakis
with a tribute by songwriter Hartmut Konig. Theodorakis was a frequent guestin
socialist East Germany and befriended the co-founder of the Oktoberklub, whom we
interviewed some time ago.

A clip from the interview in which Hartmut Kénig recalls his first encounter with
Theodorakis, evokes solidarity for those tortured in the prisons of the Greek military
junta, and recounts the staging of the Canto General can be viewed here.



https://zetkin.forum/fascism/
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After Theodorakis' death in September 2021, Hartmut also wrote a eulogy entitled ‘The
Voice of the People,” which can be read here. He concludes with the words:

Now the ‘Great Greek,” composer and tribune of the people, has died at the age
of 96. It is hard to believe, and we cling to memories and his opulent work. No
less so to his political legacy, which he recently wrote to the General Secretary of
the Communist Party of Greece (KKE): ‘Now, at the end of my life... | see that |
stood under the banner of the KKE during my decisive, strongest and most mature
years. That is why | want to leave this world as a communist.’ His confession will
make the rounds and warm the hearts of his comrades. Worldwide. Because: We
are everywhere on earth! Incidentally, this is also a song from the GDR singing
movement.

Our newsletter will be taking a summer break over August —we will be back in
September!

Hasta la vista,

Your Zetkin Forum
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