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Dear friends of the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum,

Looking back on the past year, there is truly little cause for cheerfulness. The genocide in
Palestine, historic military build-up coupled with relentless impoverishment, and the US
gunboat diplomacy in the Caribbean are merely the powerful harbingers of a gathering
storm. How can we take stock of our own work at a time like this, when the small
contribution we are capable of making seems so insignificant compared to the
overwhelming power of war?

No retreat, no fear, no illusions. The words of our namesake, Clara Zetkin, written in the third
month of the First World War, on 9 January 1915, seem apt:

"Alongside the material and human forces that drive future wars, we see others that
prepare for peace. However, whether the forces of peace will be able to restrain and
overcome the war-mongering powers of capitalist world politics in the future
ultimately depends on the maturity with which the working class of all countries will
devote all its strength and significance to the ideal of proletarian solidarity and the
brotherhood of nations. [...] To prepare for this maturity — without deceptive illusions
and without paralysing timidity, clear in our understanding, firm in our will, ready to
make sacrifices in our actions — that is the resolution with which socialists, under the
flames of world war, cross the threshold of the new year."

(Keine Illusion, 9 January 1915, Clara Zetkin)

Researchers and scientists are neither service providers nor neutral observers standing on
the sidelines of history. Our mission is to impart knowledge about our history and to reveal
the threads connecting the global forces threatening humanity. Our work can only be
effective as part of the forces that are currently forming and preparing for international
solidarity and an end to the causes of war.

In our last newsletter of the year, we take a quick look at our activities and publications so
that important and useful information is not lost and can be picked up. We are delighted
that you have been at our side this year and look forward to continuing to learn together
with you next year and, in the spirit of Clara Zetkin, helping to bring about the brotherhood
of nations!


https://www.marxists.org/deutsch/archiv/zetkin/1915/01/kein-ill.html

Highlight 2025: International Marxist Conference
Fascism Back in Europe?

In 2025, the Zetkin Forum in Berlin hosted a
conference entitled Fascism Back in Europe? Over

j 200 participants and 19 speakers from 14 countries

| spent 3 days discussing the history of fascism, the

. roots of reactionary tendencies in Western and
Eastern Europe, and the question of whether we can
speak of a return of fascism today.

The conference was divided into four thematic
blocks: the relationship between fascism and
imperialist crisis; fascist parties and movements: in
Eastern Europe; in Western Europe; and anti-fascism
between integration ideology and progressive
practice.

All lectures and panel discussions are available as
videos and articles on our website.

PUBLICATIONS 2025

Zetkin Journal — Issue 02
ZETKIN 'm“m"“- Fascism back in Europe?
This issue of the Zetkin Journal contains a summary of the
International Marxist Conference “Fascism back in Europe?” which
was held in Berlin in June 2025. Over 200 participants and 19
speakers from 14 countries came together to discuss the history of
1550k 02] faSCism, the roots of reactionary tendencies in Western and Eastern
ner_zoes| [ Europe today, and whether we can expect fascism to return to
' Europe in the near future.

Read more.

Zetkin Journal — Issue 01

ZETKIN JOURBAL Fascism Rising: Perspectives from the Americas, Africa and Asia
[FASCISM RISING]|
Perspecives from In this issue, authors from India, the Republic of Korea, the MENA
c— region (Middle East and North Africa), Kenya, Latin America and
/ﬁ%\ North America provide a concrete-historical analysis of the

', contemporary conditions and historical developments of far-right
forces.

ISSUE 0

MAY 2025

co RewR T Read more.



https://zetkin.forum/fascism-and-anti-fascism/
https://zetkin.forum/journal/dossier-fascism-back-in-europe/
https://zetkin.forum/journal/dossier-fascism-back-in-europe
https://zetkin.forum/journal/fascism-rising/
https://zetkin.forum/journal/fascism-rising/
https://www.youtube.com/@zetkinforum
https://zetkin.forum/journal/dossier-fascism-back-in-europe/
https://zetkin.forum/journal/fascism-rising/

THE LAND TO THOSE WHO WORK IT

Within just 45 years, the conditions in the East German
countryside changed fundamentally. This transformation took
place in several stages: From Land Reform to Socialist
Agriculture in the DDR. Read more.

military bloc in the world — one whose mandate and
ambitions stretch far beyond the North Atlantic and, in fact,
constitute the greatest threat to world peace.

Read more.

Book: Misdiagnosed: Socialist Health Care Systems in
Retrospect

This book revisits the holistic, people-centered, and
preventive health care systems that were built in Yugoslavia,
Soviet Georgia, and the German Democratic Republic during
the previous century.

Read more.

INTERVIEWS

One pillar of IF DDR's work is our interview archive, which we continuously update with the
interviews we conduct. They are an important source for our research. This year, we have
published the following interviews:

Solveig Leo

What was life like in the countryside, in an agricultural production
cooperative (LPG) and its decision-making structures? The former head of
the LPG ‘Clara Zetkin’ and later mayor Solveig Leo tells us about it. Watch.

Thomas Geggel

We spoke with Heinz Geggel's son, who was persecuted and interned by
# the Nazis because he was Jewish, about the GDR, anti-Semitism and
solidarity with Palestine then and now. Watch.
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Wolfgang Schmidt

Wolfgang Schmidt worked in Department XX of the Ministry for State
Security, which was responsible for monitoring the state apparatus,
churches, the cultural sector and the political ‘underground’. Watch.

A New Development Theory

As a European partner of the Tricontinental Institute for Social Research, we have translated
and published several relevant publications into German this year which you can find on our
website. One of the goals of Tricontinental is to develop a new theory of development, ‘for
when our movements come to power and have the obligation to reshape society and lead us
to a better future beyond the fetters of capitalism.” (Vijay Prashad). Together, we are
revisiting the debates on development theories that took place in the 20th century in the
West, the socialist East and the so-called Third World.

The “Global South”: Analyses from the Socialist World

In this article, we explore the work of leading socialist scholars
from the USSR and DDR who were studying the development of
the capitalist world economy in their time.

The socialist states organized entire academic faculties to develop Marxist analyses of the
economic, political, legal, and cultural developments in the former colonies. Through
international conferences and journals, they fostered lively discussions amongst workers’
parties and popular movements from the Global South. Many of the insights gained during
this historical period can help orient our debates today. Read more.

The Mongolian People’s Republic: A pioneer of non-capitalist
development

The Mongolian People’s Republic, founded in 1924, was the
second state after the Soviet Union in which the immense
working masses seized power from their former exploiters and
set out to construct a socialist society.

Yet in practically every regard, Mongolia was even more underdeveloped than its Soviet
neighbour to the north. The working people were confronted with the brutal feudal rule of
both the Mongolian nobility and the Chinese occupiers. Following the 1921 revolution, the
Mongolian People’s Revolutionary Party led the country from a backward feudal-theocratic
society through a period of democratic transformation towards an agro-industrialized
socialist economy. Read more.
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Thank you for your support!

We would like to thank everyone who has supported us this year: those who donated,
translated, helped out and lent a hand, those who invited us to discuss with them, and of
course all our readers. We appreciate any support that helps us to continue our scientific
work in these difficult times and to make it available to the public. In the coming year, we
want to continue to share our research results and findings with the outside world. If you
would like to support us in this, please recommend us to others, invite us to speak, and, if
possible, consider making a donation — every contribution helps!

Wishing all of you a happy new year!
Your team at the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum


https://zetkin.forum/donate/

