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Dear friends of the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum,

The year 2026 has only just begun, but already there are signs of a significant acceleration in
the international upheaval that has been looming for several years. The United States has
begun to publicly present and implement its plan for the aggressive redivision of the world.

In its ‘National Security Strategy’ of November 2025, Washington officially set out its central
goal: to consolidate exclusive hegemony over the Western Hemisphere in order to free up
strategic resources with which it can confront its self-declared main enemy, China, on a
global scale. The attacks on Venezuela and the kidnapping of President Nicolds Maduro—a
flagrant violation of international law—have shown how quickly and ruthlessly this strategy
is to be implemented.

The newly published ‘National Defense Strategy’ has now also made the European Union a
central pillar of this broader plan. The US's NATO allies are to contain and keep the Russian
Federation in check. According to the paper, Russia is ‘a persistent but manageable threat’.
The European NATO states are ‘significantly more powerful than Russia’ and their new
rearmament programmes will ensure that this remains the case: ‘Moscow is unable to
compete for dominance in Europe’.

But these hegemonic ambitions are not developing smoothly. Their very progress is
exacerbating the profound contradictions between and within Western countries
themselves. This is evident both in the dispute over Greenland and in Canada's shift in its
anti-China policy. In Davos, the Canadian prime minister even openly admitted that the US's
‘rules-based world order’ had never been more than a ‘fiction’ to obscure the reality of
Western economic dominance. Internal tensions in the US are also intensifying as the Trump
administration's deadly anti-immigration policies meet with resistance.

The pace at which these global changes are taking place raises many questions. Alliances
seem to be shifting from week to week. Long-held certainties seem to be discarded
overnight. Together with our partners at Tricontinental: Institute for Social Research, we will
closely monitor and examine these developments. In this newsletter, we present some of
our research projects for the coming months. If you would like to support our work, we

appreciate any contribution:


https://zetkin.forum/donate/

ZETKIN JOURNAL:
The role of the old colonial powers today

For years, there has been a debate among leftists about the extent to which the US has
subjugated the old colonial powers (Britain, France, Germany, etc.). Are inter-imperialist
rivalries still relevant at all? Is there still an imperialist bourgeoisie in Europe, or is the ruling
class simply made up of compradors? Some authors and organisations believe that the EU
states are essentially vassals of the US, while others argue that subordination to the US was
a conscious and temporary strategic decision by European monopoly capital and should not
be confused with permanent subjugation to the US. This debate has regained intensity since
February 2022 and is being further fuelled by the current policies of the Trump
administration.

Together with academics and organisations from Europe, we want to take a closer look at
the contradictions between the US and EU countries. We will collect contributions from
various countries and summarise them in a new issue of the Zetkin Journal. If you would like
to participate or have any suggestions for us, please feel free to write to us: contact@zetkin-

forum.org

ZETKIN JOURNAL: Democracy — for whom?

‘Europe is a garden. We have created a garden. Everything works. It is the best
combination of political freedom, economic prosperity and social cohesion that
humanity has ever created — these three things together. [...] Most of the rest of the
world is a jungle, and that jungle could invade the garden.’

With these words from 2022, European Commission Vice-President Josep Borrell continued
a long-standing racist narrative that pits the civilised democratic West against the uncivilised,
undemocratic East and South. This chauvinistic argument is used to justify attacks on other
countries — Venezuela being the most recent example. Once a country has been labelled
autocratic, ‘regime change’ suddenly becomes legitimate and international law irrelevant.

In the coming year, we would like to work with authors from different countries to examine
how political mechanisms are understood and applied in their countries. Democracy is not a
neutral term — the question is always: democracy for whom? In an edition of the Zetkin
Journal, we want to compare and contrast different conceptions and practices of democracy
around the world in order to counteract prejudices and enrich the political debate,
especially in Europe.


mailto:contact@zetkin-forum.org
mailto:contact@zetkin-forum.org

Studies on the DDR #4: Housing policy in the GDR

2026 is considered a ‘super election year’: five state elections and three local elections are
scheduled to take place. The issue of housing will undoubtedly be a key focus of these
elections, as the situation in Germany has continued to deteriorate. Affordable housing in
cities has virtually disappeared, and homelessness continues to rise year after year. In 2024,
more than one million people were homeless in Germany.

For this reason, we have decided to examine the socialist housing policy of the GDR in the
next edition of our series Studies on the DDR. We are already working intensively on a draft
and aim to publish the issue in the summer so that we can contribute to the debates
surrounding the Berlin state elections in September 2026.

Events in February
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Study Conference “National Liberation
Movements”

On 13 February, we will give the opening lecture at the
Marx-Engels Foundation’s study conference on ‘National
Liberation Movements’. Over 3 days, we will discuss the
historical and current connection between the struggle
for socialism and the struggle against national
oppression. Our lecture on Friday evening will focus on
the Bolsheviks' approach to the colonial question. If you
are not far from the Karl Liebknecht School in
Leverkusen, please feel free to drop by and join the
discussion (in German)! Registration by email is
required: marx-engels-stiftung@t-online.de.
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https://ifddr.org/en/studies/studies-on-the-ddr/
https://rosa.bash.social/e/kEmewqRU2x3s?s=WiUM4SX01j6
https://www.marx-engels-stiftung.de/veranstaltungen/eventdetail/304/-/studientagung-nationale-befreiungsbewegungen
https://www.marx-engels-stiftung.de/veranstaltungen/eventdetail/304/-/studientagung-nationale-befreiungsbewegungen
mailto:marx-engels-stiftung@t-online.de

LET’S ORGANISE
RED BOOKS DAY 2026

RED BOOKS DAY 2026

This year marks the 178th anniversary of the
publication of the Communist Manifesto, and as in
previous years, we will once again celebrate Red Books
Day. Both local and digital activities are planned,
including a joint social media campaign. Under the
hashtag #RedBooksDay2026, people around the world
will share books and texts that have had a particular
impact on them and are significant for their political
practice. We cordially invite you to participate and
become part of an international movement. Take this

. day as an opportunity to reread the Manifesto — or

other relevant left-wing texts — in a reading group,
discuss them and reflect on them together. Share your
favourite ‘red’ books on social media under the hashtag
#RedBooksDay2026. Further information and a review

of previous years can be found in English here.

Online-Discussion: Socialist Agriculture

At the end of last year, our third issue of Studies on the
DDR was published. On 26 February at 6 p.m., we will
present the results of our work in a short online lecture
and open it up for discussion: From land reform and
the cooperative movement to the development of
industrial agriculture and the dismantling of the
cooperative system after 1990. The event will be held
in German. You will receive the access link after
registering here.

In memory of Victor Grossman and Paul Robeson

In December, our friend Victor Grossman passed away at the age of 97.

Victor was a journalist, anti-fascist and staunch
internationalist. As a young man, he escaped political
persecution in the US Army by swimming across the
Danube from Linz to the Soviet-occupied zone of
Austria. In 1952, he arrived in the GDR. There, he
helped expose the rehabilitation of Nazi criminals in

| West Germany and the brutality of apartheid in
South Africa. In the 1960s, he also headed the Paul-


https://redbooksday.org/
https://connexus.civicrm.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=4

Robeson-Archive at the Academy of Arts, dedicated to the world-famous African-American
actor, singer and freedom fighter.

Victor continued to publish books and newsletters until the end. We had the privilege of
interviewing Victor several times in recent years. In our last conversation with Victor, he told
us about Paul Robeson and his significance for the anti-war movement and internationalism.
You can find the clip here. This January marked the 50th anniversary of Robeson's death.

“As an artist | come to sing, but
as a citizen, | will always speak
for peace, and no one can
silence me in this.”

— Paul Robeson

Speech in front of the Humboldt-University Berlin, 1960.
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Internationalist Greetings,
Your Zetkin Forum


https://monthlyreview.org/9781583677391/
https://victorgrossmansberlinbulletin.wordpress.com/
https://ifddr.org/en/person/victor-grossman-2/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=em66ZU2eag8

