
 
 
 
Dear friends of the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum, 
 
“All that exists deserves to perish”, wrote Friedrich Engels in 1886 in his work Ludwig 
Feuerbach and the End of Classical German Philosophy, thus summing up the revolutionary 
character of Hegel's philosophy. According to Engels, dialectical philosophy considers 
nothing to be final, absolute or sacred. “It reveals the transitory character of everything and 
in everything; nothing can endure before it except the uninterrupted process of becoming 
and of passing away, of endless ascendancy from the lower to the higher.” 
 
The obviousness of the demise of the “end of history” narrative is striking proof of this 
seemingly simple yet profound fundamental idea of dialectical philosophy. How evident it is 
that the political leaders of the Western world, like their intellectual elite, are incapable of any 
historical perspective and, apart from promises of salvation, have nothing to offer but 
pessimistic hopelessness, which spreads a depressive mood in society like a paralysing veil. 
 
Whilst capitalism fosters alienation, subordination, and passivity, socialism cannot take root 
or develop without the active involvement of people. Unlike class societies, the construction 
of socialism requires people to act with increasing awareness. Friedrich Engels expressed 
this idea succinctly in his work Socialism: Utopian and Scientific: 
 

“The extraneous objective forces that have, hitherto, governed history, pass under 
the control of man himself. Only from that time will man himself, more and more 
consciously, make his own history — only from that time will the social causes set in 
movement by him have, in the main and in a constantly growing measure, the results 
intended by him. It is the ascent of man from the kingdom of necessity to the 
kingdom of freedom.” 

 
In our new article On the Question of Consciousness during Socialist Construction, we 
explore the question of how people’s relationship to their own history changes during the 
transition from capitalism to socialism, and discuss this issue using concrete examples drawn 
from the experience of socialist development in the German Democratic Republic (GDR). 
The article was prepared for an international symposium entitled “Scientific Method and 
Social Change”, which we attended in March in Bern, Switzerland. 
 

https://ifddr.org/en/home/
https://zetkin.forum/
https://ifddr.org/en/on-the-question-of-consciousness-during-socialist-construction/


Historical experiences such as the land 
reform in Eastern Germany or the 
campaign to expropriate Nazi and war 
criminals in the immediate post-war 
period already demonstrate that an anti-
fascist and democratic new beginning 
could only succeed if the initiative and 
responsibility were largely borne by a 
broad masses. The necessity of an active 
and conscious relationship between the 
individual and society becomes 
particularly clear in the implementation of 
the planned economy, on which the article 
focuses. It was a concrete task to 

overcome the experience of capitalist alienation in the labour process and to develop 
socialist labour relations. The construction of socialism in the GDR required continuous 
upheavals in people’s ways of working, living, and thinking. These developmental 
requirements of a socialist cultural revolution were discussed, among other things, in terms 
of ‘state consciousness’, ‘sense of ownership’ and a socialist work ethic. 
 
This perspective on the history of the construction of socialism in the GDR, which links its 
success to the increasingly conscious actions of the actors involved, proves to be an 
productive lens through which to examine the problems and contradictions of this 
development, and ultimately also the reasons for the defeat of socialism in Europe. The 
question of the subjective factor also arises for all those who are organising resistance 
against imperialism today. At a time when the masses are experiencing acute alienation, 
which opens the door to irrationalism and fascism, the struggle for the conscious element 
becomes the central task of humanity as it strives for historical progress. 
 
Read the full article on our website. 
 

Lecture (in German) on our article “The Road to 
Socialist Commodity Production” is now online 

 
In this lecture we presented our new article on economic 
problems and debates during the period of socialist 
development in the GDR (1950–1962). 
 
Existing accounts of these discussions often isolate 
debates from both their political context and the practical 

policy side of planning. As such, this article attempts to contextualize theoretical arguments 
and explore how planning specialists developed solutions to the contradictions uncovered 
by theorists. 
 

https://ifddr.org/en/on-the-question-of-consciousness-during-socialist-construction/
https://ifddr.org/online-diskussion-planwirtschaft/
https://ifddr.org/en/the-road-to-socialist-commodity-production/


Upcoming online discussion (in German): The 80th 
anniversary of the founding of the SED 

 
The Socialist Unity Party of Germany (SED) was founded on 22 April 
1946 through the unification of the communist KPD and the social 
democratic SPD. In official historical accounts, this union has been 
written off as a ‘forced merger’ by Moscow. In discussion with Hans 
Bauer, the former Deputy Attorney General of the GDR, we want to 
scrutinise this narrative, examine the specific historical circumstances 
surrounding the unification of these two parties, and discuss the 
significance of the SED in the history of the German workers’ 
movement up to the present day. 

 
Register for the discussion here. 
 
 

Lecture at Trinity College, Dublin 
 
Invited by the student group of the Workers’ Party of Ireland, we gave a talk on 25 March in 
Dublin (Ireland) on the history, achievements, and significance of the GDR. With just under 
30 participants, we were able to develop a critical appreciation of the GDR, offering a 
practical counter-narrative to the globally dominant stereotypes of “the Wall” and “the 
Stasi”. This led to an interesting discussion about the historical phase that began with the 
October Revolution and the socialist countries after 1945, and the significance this historical 
trend still holds for the internationalist movements today. 
 

 
 
 

https://connexus.civicrm.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=6


‘Cultures in Resistance’ conference 
 
Come and join us at the ‘Cultures in Resistance’ gathering, a five-day conference at the 
historic Wortley Hall in Yorkshire, where people from the arts and the labour movement 
come together. 
 

The conference is organised by the Hans Hess 
Foundation, which was established in 2025 by Anita 
Halper, the daughter of Hans Hess. The foundation 
focuses on research and political education, with a 
particular interest in how art intersects with social 
justice, political struggle and the experiences of 
migration. 
 
Over the course of five days, artists, community art 
groups and trade unionists will come together for 
workshops, discussions and joint activities. We are 
also delighted to welcome Taring Padi, the artist 
collective founded in Yogyakarta, Indonesia, in 1998. 
 
Running alongside the main programme is Thinking 
Hands, a creative workshop for 6 to 16-year-olds. 

Activities include making banners, performances and other projects. You can find the full 
programme for Cultures in Resistance and Thinking Hands, as well as registration details, 
here! 
 
 

New position in the Federal Voluntary Service starting 
in September 2026! 
 
Are you interested in joining us? From this autumn, we are once again offering a position as 
part of Germany’s Federal Voluntary Service (Bundesfreiwilligendienst). If you are under 27, 
have an interest in history, enjoy research, and like to present content in creative ways, 
please get in touch! 
 
We are looking for support with the filming and editing of interviews, as well as with 
research and the further expansion of our online archive. To help us distribute our content, 
we could really use some help with designing educational materials and managing social 
media, and we also invite you to get involved in organising and running seminars, 
workshops, and discussion events. 
 

https://www.hanshess.foundation/
https://www.hanshess.foundation/
https://www.hanshess.foundation/cultures-in-resistance


The Federal Voluntary Service can be undertaken for either 30 or 35 hours a week. More 
information about the terms and conditions can be found here. Please feel free to contact us 
directly via mail (contact[at]zetkin-forum.org) if you are interested! 

Support us! 
 
The work of the Zetkin Forum and the IFDDR is only possible through donations. We 
appreciate any support that helps us to continue our scientific work in these difficult times 
and to make it available to the public, whether through our website, events or printed 
brochures – every contribution helps! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Warmly, 
Your team at the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum 
 
 
 
 

DONATE 

https://fj-beteiligung.de/starten/
https://zetkin.forum/donate/

