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Dear friends of the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum,

22 June marks the 80th anniversary of “Operation Barbarossa” —the start of Germany’s war
of annihilation against the Soviet Union. The Wehrmacht’s invasion marked the beginning of
the Second World War’s bloodiest phase in Europe: tens of millions of deaths, the
annihilation of entire peoples, and destruction on a scale never before seen before.

This anniversary comes at a time when the political climate should give us pause for
thought. In Germany, active remembrance of the Soviet liberation is increasingly being
suppressed. Monuments are being demolished or are under pressure. The culture of public
remembrance is characterised by revisionism and is being exploited to demonise today’s
Russia. At the same time, Europe is massively re-arming in the wake of the so-called
Zeitenwende (“turning point”) —and Germany is once again recruiting soldiers on a large
scale.

It is against this backdrop that we are publishing
out first book (in German), in partnership with the
publisher Das Neue Berlin: “The World Anti-
Fascist War — Who Saved Humanity? A
Reconstruction of Historical Truth”.

With the publication of this book, we are making
an exceptional study by the Tricontinental
Institute for Social Research available in German.
In it, the authors address one of the central
historical questions of the 20th century — and thus
a question that directly touches upon the
foundations of our current social order: Who in
fact defeated fascism?

Particular mention must be made of the study’s
methodological rigour. Extensive datasets, a four-
tier system of endnotes and a fully transparent
source structure (available on the Tricontinental

Eighth Route Army bugler, China, 1942. [Credit:
Sha Fei.]


https://www.eulenspiegel.com/buecher/das-neue-berlin/titel/der-antifaschistische-weltkrieg.html
https://thetricontinental.org/the-80th-anniversary-of-the-victory-in-the-world-anti-fascist-war/

website) elevate this text above the level of political pamphlets.

Based on this meticulously compiled data, the book demonstrates that the Western
narrative of an Allied victory under US leadership does not stand up to historical scrutiny. It
focuses on the enormous human cost borne by the Soviet Union and China, and the strategic
delay by the Western powers in opening a second front.

The timeline of Western betrayal speaks for itself. From 1931 to 1941, as Japan
carved up China, Western banks maintained their offices in Tokyo, Western oil fuelled
Japanese warships, and Western scrap metal became Japanese bullets. When full-
scale invasion erupted in 1937 — the Rape of Nanjing, the terror bombing of Chinese
cities — the Allied imperialists’ response was to sell more oil to Japan. The US provided
80% of Japan’s petroleum until 1941.

This was not isolation but calculated provision — fascism executing what the failed
White Encirclement could not accomplish. By 1941, 250 US corporations operated in
Nazi Germany. Thomas Watson of IBM automated the Holocaust while maintaining
personal friendships with both US President Franklin D. Roosevelt and Secretary of
State Cordell Hull. General Motors’ German subsidiary Opel produced Wehrmacht
trucks until 1944, with GM later claiming a 522.7 million tax write-off for its
‘abandoned’ Nazi operations. The US continued strategically to be economically,
politically, and militarily committed to the destruction of the Soviet Union.

Soviet troops hoist the red banner on the quadriga of the Brandenburg Gate after the capture of
Berlin, May 1945. [Credit: Yevgeny Khaldei.]


https://thetricontinental.org/the-80th-anniversary-of-the-victory-in-the-world-anti-fascist-war/#toc-section-18

What fundamentally distinguishes the book, however, is that it fills a gap that Eurocentric
historiography stubbornly perpetuates: the systematic exclusion of victims in the Global
South. Two million Africans, eleven million people in colonised territories worldwide —
figures that, to this day, barely feature in the canon of the Second World War. These are not
mere footnotes in history. It is a correction to the historical narrative that is long overdue.

While the imperial powers preserved their strength, their colonies bled. A total of
11.2 million colonial subjects died — more than ten times the total Anglo-American
war death toll.

The Bengal Famine of 1943 killed 3 million Indians through British policy. While
Bengalis starved, Britain exported rice from Bengal and denied relief ships. Churchill
told his private secretary that ‘the Hindus were a foul race protected by their mere
pullulation from the doom that is their due’. He wished that Air Chief Marshal Arthur
Harris, head of the British Bomber Command, could ‘send some of his surplus
bombers to destroy them’.

The Dutch East Indies lost 3.4 million people — 4.7% of the population. Both colonial
powers killed them — the Dutch through centuries of extraction that left them
defenceless, the Japanese through forced labour, starvation, and systematic violence.

In Java alone, 1.8 million excess deaths occurred between 1944 and 1945. The
romusha forced-labour system sent 300,000 Indonesians overseas; only 77,000
returned. On the Sumatra Railway alone, 17,000 of 22,000 Javanese labourers died —
a mortality rate of 77%.

On 23 June, we will be presenting the book together with journalist Arnold Scholzel. We will
be discussing why this history must be defended and what is at stake if the EU pushes ahead
with its historical revisionism. You can also purchase the book at the event. Come along and
share the invitation!

When: 23 June 2026, from 7 pm

Where: Der RAUM, Rungestralle 20, 10179 (by Jannowitzbriicke)

Pfingstcamp in Cottbus

On 24 May, we were guests at the “Pfingstcamp Ost” of the Sozialistische Deutsche
Arbeiterjugend (SDAJ) to talk about Zionism and the two German states. In a lively
workshop, pupils shared what they had heard about Zionism and Palestine at school and at
home. Some spoke of the solidarity with Palestine that had lived on in their families even
after the end of the DDR, whilst others described one-sided history lessons in their current
school classes.



In our presentation, we examined how Zionism emerged as a political movement at the end
of the 19th century and why the communists rejected it. We then outlined how the Zionist
narrative was adopted in West Germany after 1949 to obscure the crimes of German capital
in the past and to justify support for an imperialist project in the Middle East. In the DDR, by
contrast, the Zionist narrative was rejected and criticised. Jewish life was recognised,
respected and integrated into socialist society, rather than encouraging Jewish citizens to
emigrate and settle in the land of another people. We also highlighted how the armies of the
two German states stood on opposite sides of history: whilst West Germany armed
apartheid and colonizing states like Israel and Portugal, the DDR supported countless
national liberation movements.

Recording: The Anti-Imperialist Struggle in West Africa

The anti- OCELEME  To mark “African Liberation Day” on 25 May, we dedicated our
imperialist monthly online discussion to the current situation in the Alliance of
struggle in Sahel States (AES). Journalist Nicholas Mwangi from Nairobi

West Africa oume Provided an overview of the origins and development of the AES
discus::;: — including an analysis of the recent terrorist attacks in Mali and
Nieholas. the much-discussed remarks by Ibrahim Traoré (President of

Y Burkina Faso) on the issue of democracy. The discussion covered
the influence of social movements on officials in AES governments,
LS as well as the role of Russia and China in West Africa. A recording

online
of the discussion can be found here.

Podcast: Democracy and Anti-Imperialism in the DDR

The podcast “Proles Pod” invited us to talk about the history of the DDR and its
relevance today. For an hour and a half, we discussed the innerworkings of the
first socialist state on German soil — from democracy and the planned
economy to internationalism and anti-imperialism. In doing so, we addressed
common prejudices and questioned the prevailing narrative that delegitimises the DDR as an
“unjust state”.

We would like to thank “Proles Pod” for the invitation and hope that the episode can serve
as an introduction to the lessons of socialist construction in the DDR.

Have a listen and feel free to share!



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2XGCLfTGfU&feature=youtu.be
https://prolespod.libsyn.com/ep-105-east-german-democracy-anti-imperialism-ft-if-ddr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F2XGCLfTGfU&feature=youtu.be
https://prolespod.libsyn.com/ep-105-east-german-democracy-anti-imperialism-ft-if-ddr

Support us!

We appreciate any support that helps us to continue our scientific work in these difficult
times and to make it available to the public. Your contribution helps us to share our research
results and findings with the world. If you would like to support us in this, please
recommend us to others, invite us to speak, and, if possible, consider making a donation —

every contribution helps!

Your team at the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum


https://zetkin.forum/donate/

