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Dear friends of the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum,

The Second World War continues to cast a long shadow over our present day. German Defense
Minister Boris Pistorius marked the 85th anniversary of Nazi Germany’s invasion of the Soviet
Union with a visit to the Lithuanian Brigade — NATO’s ‘eastern flank’ — which was conducting
war exercises against Russia on the Belarusian border. Meanwhile, Volodymyr Zelenskyy was
stripped of Poland’s highest honour after naming an army unit after the Nazi collaborators of
the UPA (Ukrainian Insurgent Army), who had carried out massacres of tens of thousands of
Poles during the Second World War. It is therefore hardly surprising that the Wolfsangel — a
Nazi symbol banned in Germany — was displayed unchallenged at a Ukrainian stand during the
Bundeswehr’s Veterans’ Day. It fits with the spirit of the times, with the prevailing historical
revisionism and the rehabilitation of German fascism.

The fact that the Second World War seems so present today is also because it ultimately never
really ended, even after 1945. At least, that is the argument put forward in the book, “The
World Anti-Fascist War”, which we just published in German:

“The World Anti-Fascist War was not humanity’s ‘good war’ against evil, after which
peace prevailed. It involved one chapter in imperialism’s century-long assault on
socialism that began with the 1917 Russian Revolution and continues today.”

We were able to explore and discuss these and other ideas in greater depth at the book launch
event together with journalist Arnold Schoélzel. The event has been uploaded and is available
on YouTube (in German).



https://youtu.be/Xv3hccxFI3k
https://youtu.be/Xv3hccxFI3k

Der
Antifaschistisch
Weltkrieg

Wer hat die Menschheit befreit?

Rekonstruktion der historischen
Wahrheit

The German version of the book can now be ordered from the Eulenspiegel Publishing Group.

The English version is available online.

A particular strength of the book lies in its ability to establish the connections between the
various war fronts in Europe, Asia and the colonies. The more than 11 million people killed in
the colonies during the Second World War have been largely erased from Western
historiography. This serves as further evidence that the links between colonialism and fascism
are extensive.

Online discussion: ‘The Spanish Civil War and the
colonial question’



https://www.eulenspiegel.com/buecher/das-neue-berlin/titel/der-antifaschistische-weltkrieg.html
https://thetricontinental.org/the-80th-anniversary-of-the-victory-in-the-world-anti-fascist-war/
https://youtu.be/Xv3hccxFI3k

To mark the 90th anniversary of Franco’s fascist coup against the Spanish Republic, we are
dedicating our monthly online discussion in July to a recently published article by Leon
Wystrychowski on Zetkin Forum. In this article, which will soon be published in English,
Wystrychowski explores how the colonization of North Africa was interrelated to the rise of
fascism in Europe.

It was the colonial war against the Moroccan liberation movement that first brought to the
fore the generals who would later lead the fascist coup in Spain. Spanish Morocco also served
as the base of operations for the successful fascist invasion, and Moroccan colonial troops
made up a significant proportion of the fascist forces. The Spanish Republic’s failure to
combine its anti-fascism with a consistent anti-colonial stance was therefore to come back to
haunt it bitterly. On 31 July we will host an online discussion (in German) with the author and
invite you to join us:

31 July | 6.00 pm | Online (in German)

Register for the event here.

Workshop: “Practic/se Solidarity!” Solidarity posters and
everyday internationalism in the GDR

On 28 July, as part of “Cultures in Resistance Day”, we are
Eurem Hcml" " offering a workshop at FMP1 (Berlin) that explores the GDR’s
unsere Solidaritat international solidarity through its solidarity posters.
“Practic/se solidarity!”, a call to action by the Solidarity
Committee — for whose activities many of these posters were
created — meant two things: knowing what was happening in
the world and acting upon it. The solidarity posters — simple,
powerful collages of photographs, clear shapes and vibrant
colours — became one of the most striking calls to action and
shaped everyday life in East Germany.

Drawing on oral history interviews, photographs, and graphic

A \$ SR ond artistic works, we explore the context in which these

B ;\';~ + posters were created: how did the state and the Solidarity

\\ y w& Committee inform the population; how was solidarity

!\ ‘£ % ‘practised’; what experiences did foreign students — many of

whom were involved in the liberation movements themselves — bring with them; and how did

they experience the GDR? No prior specialist knowledge is required. In the second part,

participants will design their own solidarity posters on topics that are important to them
today.

In the evening, the film London Recruits will be screened, which explores the mobilisation of
freedom fighters against the South African apartheid regime in London, led by Ronnie Kasrils,
amongst others. Do come along! More info will be shared via our social media channels soon.



https://zetkin.forum/fascism-and-anti-fascism/rolle-nordafrikas-aufstieg-faschismus-in-europa/
https://connexus.civicrm.org/civicrm/event/info?reset=1&id=8
https://www.londonrecruits.com/
https://ifddr.org/en/person/ronnie-kasrils-2/

Webinar: 60th Anniversary of the Tricontinental
Conference & 10th Anniversary of Tricontinental:
Institute for Social Research
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tricOntinental

With this webinar on 4 July, we mark the 60th anniversary of the historic Tricontinental
Conference held in Havana in 1966, a milestone for the anti-imperialist and internationalist
movements of the Global South. We also celebrate a decade of work by the Tricontinental:
Institute for Social Research, which is dedicated to analysing and further developing this
tradition in the ‘battle of ideas’.

Together with Kwesi Pratt Jr. and Vijay Prashad, the coordinators of the regional offices will
discuss the historical significance of the 1966 conference, the current state of anti-imperialist
movements, and their own work. As the Zetkin Forum, we have been invited to report on the
situation in Europe. The event will be held in English.

Register here.


https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XfoKcmh_RSSqPqiGvIbJTw
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_XfoKcmh_RSSqPqiGvIbJTw

-

Podcast: From Land Reform to Socialist Agriculture

In an episode of the podcast ‘Reimagining Soviet Georgia’, we had the pleasure of discussing
our latest study, ‘The Land To Those Who Work It — From Land Reform to Socialist
Agriculture in the DDR’. The podcast is in English.

You can listen to it here!

In solidarity,
Your team at the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum



https://ifddr.org/en/studies/studies-on-the-ddr/the-land-to-those-who-work-it/
https://ifddr.org/en/studies/studies-on-the-ddr/the-land-to-those-who-work-it/
https://reimaginesovietgeorgia.substack.com/p/episode-71-from-land-reform-to-socialist
https://reimaginesovietgeorgia.substack.com/p/episode-71-from-land-reform-to-socialist

