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Dear friends of the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum,

The issue of affordable housing is arguably the defining election campaign issue in Europe’s
major cities. Across Europe, property prices and rents are rising unchecked?!; homes have
become the subject of speculation, and there is a shortage of affordable housing, whilst
wages are stagnating and social benefits are being cut. In Germany, the motto ‘money for
weapons, not for housing’ is being consistently put into practice, for example through cuts
to housing benefit (“Wohngeld”) and the establishment of arms factories in residential
areas. The coalition government is now responding with reflexive fear to the growing
resistance against unregulated rent increases — such as calls for the expropriation of the
largest private housing companies — and wishes to ban socialisation. Meanwhile, the Berlin
Senate is presenting itself as proactive and is now pursuing extortionate rents — yet landlords
have little to fear in terms of consequences; they are simply given a friendly warning to
please desist from their practices.

The fundamental problem remains the same either way: housing is a commodity. As such, it
is subject to the laws of the market — and for decades this market has been producing not
affordable homes, but profitable investments. The rule of thumb in Germany — that one
should spend no more than 30 per cent of one’s income on the net rent (excluding utilities)
for a flat — is crumbling. In major cities such as Berlin, the average stands at 27.1 per cent
and is rising sharply, with the reality being that those on lower incomes have to spend a
higher proportion of their income on rent anyway. Housing is a poverty trap.? It is impossible
to say exactly how many people in Germany alone are affected by this form of extreme
poverty. The Federal Working Group on Assistance for the Homeless estimates that by 2024
there will be around 1.03 million homeless children, women and men, of whom 56,000 will
be rough sleepers.? Yet the problem is solvable, as the housing shortage is offset by around

1n Greece alone, rents fell — although: “On average, Greek households spent around 35.5 per cent of their
income on housing costs in 2024. This puts Greece at the top of the list across the EU.” See:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/topics/de/article/202410145T024542/die-wohnraumkrise-in-europa-warum-
die-preise-steigen-und-was-die-eu-dagegen-tut.

2 See: Jana Gang: Neue Studie zu Wohnkosten. Nirgendwo frisst die Miete so viel vom Einkommen wie in Berlin,
in: Tagesspiegel vom 9.7.2025.

3 See: Mehr als eine Million wohnungslose Menschen Deutschland, in:
https://www.bagw.de/fileadmin/bagw/media/Doc/PRM/PRM 25 BAG W _Hochrechnung 2025 Pressemappe

-pdf.
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1.9 million empty flats.* Homelessness, however, is the result of poverty and a housing
market in which affordable and suitable accommodation is becoming increasingly scarce. In
particular, the decline in social housing is exacerbating the situation, as expiring tenancy
agreements and a lack of new builds leave many facing rising, unaffordable rents. In 2024,
there were 32,358 evictions nationwide, many of which were carried out with the use of
police force.” This represents a seven per cent increase compared with the previous year and
a trend that looks set to continue in the face of growing housing poverty.®

But resistance is mounting. Across major European cities and areas overrun by tourism,
thousands are demonstrating against displacement; tenants’ associations are forming to
oppose rent increases; movements are calling for rent caps, a ban on evictions for personal
use and the socialisation of housing; and even in the mainstream media, the question is
being raised as to whether housing should be left to the market at all. But where do these
problems stem from, and how can they be resolved in a sustainable way? What would a
socialist housing policy look like?

To address these questions, we would like to
contribute to the debate with our new study:

Wohnen fur Alle, at the end of August, we will publish the
womrend Bauen nach Plan fourth volume of our Studies on the DDR series

in German, entitled ‘Housing for All, Building
According to Plan — The Socialist Housing
System of the DDR’ (English publication
planned for October).

Das sozialistische Wohnungswesen der DDR

The study focuses not only on the DDR’s
housing policy, the development of a state-run
construction industry and housing
programmes — in other words, the political and
economic decisions and measures taken to
systematically provide the entire population
with adequate housing — but also on life in
newly built neighbourhoods and dilapidated
old buildings; it examines the scope for self-
Studies determination — and its limitations — within
|_ e2 housing communities, neighbourhood

r

Studies on

collectives and workers’ housing cooperatives,
as well as state support for self-organised housing. Last but not least, it takes a sober look at
the limitations and problems that stood in the way of these ambitious plans.

4 See: Leere Hauser als Spekulationsobjekte, in: https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/leerstand-wohnung-haus-
spekulation-mieten-100.html.

5 See: Deutscher Bundestag, Antwort der Bundesregierung auf eine schriftliche Anfrage der Abgeordneten
Caren Lay (Die Linke), Drucksache 21/3136, https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/21/031/2103136.pdf, S. 54.

6 Vgl. Mehr Zwangsraumungen im Norden, in: https://www.sueddeutsche.de/stil/wohnen-mehr-
zwangsraeumungen-im-norden-dpa.urn-newsml-dpa-com-20090101-251214-930-420534.
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We would like to invite you to attend the presentation of our new study at the following
event:

Housing Construction and Socialisation — The DDR Experience for
Today’s Struggles

From 28 to 30 August, the UZ Press Festival, the ‘Friedenstage’, will take place in and outside
the FMP1 in Berlin. We will be there with a stand. We will also be presenting the findings of
our new study during the panel discussion ‘Housing Construction and Socialisation — The
DDR Experience for Today’s Struggles’ (in German):

“Build, build, build” is what the CDU and SPD have been promising for years — yet they are
failing even to meet their own modest targets for housing construction. Now they also want
to ban all socialisation initiatives by law, allegedly so as “not to jeopardise private housing
construction”. The GDR took a completely different approach: with a planned housing policy
based on public ownership and nationalised industry, it built at a pace that today’s Berlin
Senate can only dream of. What can we learn from this for the future? We will be discussing
this with Karin Baumert from the Berliner MieterGemeinschaft e.V. and with the
International Research Centre on the GDR (IFDDR).

Moderator: Christian Ulmer
When? Friday 28 August from 4.00 pm, Saturday 29 and Sunday 30 August from 10.00 am

Where? FMP1, Franz-Mehring-Platz 1, 10243 Berlin
Discussion event: Sunday 30 August at 1.30 pm in the Miinzenbergsaal

Art Bulletin: Storm the Heights of Culture: Public Art in the German
Democratic Republic



https://pressefest.unsere-zeit.de/die-ddr-hat-es-vorgemacht/
https://pressefest.unsere-zeit.de/die-ddr-hat-es-vorgemacht/
https://thetricontinental.org/art-bulletin-public-art-german-democratic-republic/

We have written an article in English on Building-Integrated Art in the DDR for the Art
Bulletin published by the Tricontinental Institute for Social Research. Over four decades, the
DDR commissioned an estimated ten thousand such works. Larger works were awarded by
open competition and often produced by artist collectives, which is one reason individual
authorship matters less in this tradition than in bourgeois art history. The programme can be
understood as part of the comprehensive transformation of society, reducing the gap
between art and production, between artists and workers.

Read the whole bulletin here!

Second Edition: Studies on the DDR #3

The Land to Those Who
Work it

From Land Reform to
Socialist Agriculture in the DDR

At the end of 2025 — to mark the 80th anniversary of the land reform in the Soviet
Occupation Zone — we published the third volume of our Studies on the DDR: “The Land To
Those Who Work It — From Land Reform to Socialist Agriculture in the DDR”. At the end of
February, we presented the study’s key findings in an online lecture, which can be viewed
here (in German). The printed copies sold out shortly after publication. We are now having a
second, slightly revised edition printed in German (which will soon be available to order
again via our donation shop) and also updated in English on the website. Feel free to pop by
our stand at the UZ-Friedenstage at the end of August, where we’ll have this study and other
interesting materials in German and English on display!

The newsletter will take a break in August — come and meet us at the UZ-Friedenstage
instead. Until then, stay cool in this heat,

Your team at the IFDDR and the Zetkin Forum
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